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the old, old notion that disease is caused by the entrance into
the patient of an evil spirit or devil, who can be exorcized from
the sufferer's body into that of an animal, as in the celebrated
case of the Gadarene swine. Sometimes in India the animal
into which a devil has been thus transplanted is tied up to a
post for the term of its natural life, and with it the disease is
supposed to be chained up also, and thereby disabled from
doing any more mischief. Sometimes the devil who has taken
possession of a sick man is transferred, not to an animal, but
to a bottle, which is carried out of the village and buried in
the ground or thrown into the sea. This answers all the
purposes of a perfect cure ; the devil has received his quietus,
and the patient is hopeful of recovery.
The conclusion which a philosophic student of mankind
draws from such a work as this is that, while the range of
human folly is unlimited, it everywhere tends to run into
similar moulds, so that whereas the number of its instances
is incalculable, its patterns are comparatively few and repeat
themselves with a monotonous iteration. This is perhaps well
for humanity, which might soon be strangled if only the brood
of Folly were as manifold in kind as it is countless in number.